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President’s message: 
   As I write this, fall is well underway.  The reds & 
oranges have vanished from the trees, leaving 
only the yellows and golds.  Now, with a big wind, 
the leaves will all be down (except for those 
persistent oaks).  It seems like just yesterday that 
it was 80° 

   The summer in Waterford was beautiful but it 
followed a very wet spring.  The heavy rainfall 
and consequent runoff drove water clarity results 
to their lowest readings in memory.  We 
recognize this for the weather-driven fluke that it 
is and remain confident in the longer-term water 
quality improvement trend in place prior to 
summer 2012. 
   In 2012, KLA introduced Operation Report It 

Now! in an effort to eliminate illegal powerboat 
operation on Keoka.  The goal of the program is 
to inform people around the lake how to report 
illegal and dangerous operation of boats to the 
Maine Warden Service.  Based on an 
eyewitness, we had at least one instance of a 
Warden’s intervention on the lake where the 
perpetrator was issued a summons.  We continue 
to encourage our members to report illegal 
watercraft operation so that we can maintain a 
safe and peaceful lake.  A copy of the Operation 

Report It Now! brochure will be included in the 
spring mailing to be posted in your camps. 
    Membership increased in 2012, thanks to 
recruiting work done by Ginny Raymond and we 
welcome back some returning members.  We 
have consistently been recognized by LEA for 
enjoying the highest percentage participation of 
lake property owners of any lake association in 
their service region.  Thank you all for your 
continued support through your membership. 
   KLA is all volunteers, working hard to preserve 
and protect Keoka Lake.  Please support us by 
renewing your membership, recommending 
membership to your neighbors and friends on the 
lake, supporting KLA through additional 
donations and volunteering as you are able.  We 
welcome new volunteers at all levels of 
involvement. 
   Have a great holiday season!  Look for updates 
on our website and on our Facebook page.  Let 
us know if you have any comments or 
suggestions.  We are always interested in your 
feedback. 
 
               Best regards,  
                         Charlie Tarbell, President 
                         Waterford 

  

LakeSmart 
   KLA continued the LakeSmart program for 
the 3rd consecutive year with five additional 
properties (Dave Abiatti, Kokosing, Raymonds, 
Shaefers and Wickershams) receiving the 
LakeSmart award plaques.  Dave Abbiati, in 
particular, deserves recognition for his 
creativity in fixing some difficult problems 
posed by his property.  One problem that 
others may share with Dave is the semi-ledge 
covered with moss on the shore frontage.  He 
was unable to grow anything, so he built a 
berm, planted native plants and then mulched.   
   Kathy Souza coordinates the DEP sponsored 
LakeSmart program for KLA.  Assuming the 

State of Maine will fund the program for 
another year, Kathy is looking for more 
homeowners who would like to have their 
properties inspected in 2013.  As a reminder – 
there is no downside to having an inspection.  
Properties that do not pass the first time 
receive suggestions on remediation and then 
can be re-inspected for the award.  The 
purpose of the program is to promote 
appropriate maintenance practices by 
homeowners in an effort to create a watershed 
environment that discourages phosphorus-
laden storm runoff.  For a 2013 inspection, 
contact Charlie Tarbell or Kathy Souza. 
 



is Halloween afloat? 
   As part of the continuing volunteer plant 
patrol program, there will be a fall night 
inspection of Keoka Lake using the new LEA 
nighttime plant identification pontoon boat.   
The new ‘system’ makes identification of 
aquatic plants easier as the reflective glare 
from the sun is eliminated and strong lights can 
be focused on the lake bottom.  So…. If you’re 
at Keoka the night of the inspection…..  rest 
easy, it is NOT the Loch Ness Monster! 
 
Kayak Raffle 
   If you were on the Town Common for the Fall 
Foliage 5k on Columbus Day weekend, you 
saw the Tom (Stockwell) and Peter (Morse) 
sales team in their prime.  Sales of raffle tickets 
on that day alone exceeded the receipts for the 
entire season leading up to that day.  Winner of 
the kayak this year is Dan Johnson.  
Congratulations Dan and Rosemarie! 
 
Courtesy Boat Inspections (CBI) 
   Under the able guidance of Peter Morse, the 
CBI program at Keoka celebrated its 10th 
summer with 211 boat inspections over 397 
hrs.  by paid inspectors – and NO INVASIVES!  
Some volunteers supplemented the paid 
inspector’s hours on weeknights during the 
summer and over the Labor Day weekend.  
KLA gratefully thanks the Town of Waterford 
and the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) for the grants that allow this 
program to continue.  We are looking for some 
more able-bodied volunteers for the 2013 
season.  Watch the spring newsletter for more 
information about training and scheduling.  If 
you’d like to help, please let Charlie know. 
 
Educational Initiative 
   New board members, Ginger Eaton and Tom 
Hammett, have re-energized KLA’s educational 
initiative.  In late June, KLA hosted a workshop 
for Waterford Swim Lesson participants at the 
Town Beach.  Led by education experts at 
LEA, the workshop focused on the impact of 
various pollutants (aptly illustrated with Kool-
Aid powder) on a lake.  Current plans are to 
offer another workshop at Keoka Beach 
Campground and other areas in 2013. 
 
 

 
Website 
   Have you checked out KLA’s new website at 
http://www.keokalake.org??  If not, we 
encourage you to bookmark it and check it on 
a regular basis.  We will be using the website 
to get timely information out to everyone.  
Please use the feedback links to contact the 
KLA board, especially in the winter!  In the 
Gallery section, there is a direct link for your 
use to upload pictures of Keoka Lake and 
surrounds. 
 
Merchandising 
   Did you go to the KLA Annual Meeting?  
Have you been to a Community Breakfast this 
year?  Or the 4th of July parade?  Fall Foliage 
5k over Columbus Day weekend?  If so, then 
you’ve seen the KLA merchandise table set up 
under the pop-up tent.  Our thanks to all KLA 
members (especially Joanne Eaton) who 
helped staff the sales table this year groaning 
under the array of high quality apparel.  NEW 

THIS FALL:  We now have a brand new 
design featuring the old green & white sign 
(1960’s era) from Waterford Flats announcing 
“This is Waterford”.  Use the Feedback link on 
the KLA website to be in touch with Joanne 
Eaton for holiday sales of this new design! 
 
Did you ‘Like’ Keoka Lake Association? 
   KLA has a new Facebook page, so if you use 
Facebook, please ‘Like’ KLA.  Doing so will 
allow you to receive any updates to our KLA 
page through your own Facebook news feed.   
   This feature proved very helpful last spring 
for the Orr family who own a camp on the north 
side of Keoka.  With Richard and Cindy out of 
the country, daughter, Kelly, visited the camp 
on June 14th during one of those frequent 
periods of heavy rains.  The unusually high 
level of the lake had caused the decking 
sections of their dock to float off and away.  
Kelly posted an appeal on the KLA Facebook 
page, seen by several KLA members.  Al 
Souza was able to corral the dock sections and 
return them to the Orr camp with his boat.  
Great combination of helpful supportive 
neighbors and social media technology to get a 
message/appeal out quickly! 
 
 



Photographers anyone? 
   We are looking for new pictures for our 
website and for future merchandise (note cards 
and postcards).  As you reminisce about 
Keoka, please send some of your favorite 
pictures (taken anytime) to the website.  We’d 
especially like some ‘series’ pictures to be 
used in a slideshow format.  You’ve been out 
there – please share what you thought was 
worthy of a picture! 
 
Fall Dues Notice 
   The final page of this newsletter is the FALL 
DUES NOTICE.  If you have not yet paid your 
2012 KLA Dues, please note you can pay your 
2012 and 2013 dues with this notice (and save 
yourself a stamp).  Please consider a gift in 
excess of your membership either as an 
unrestricted donation or directed to the Milfoil 
Reserve or Educational Programs.  KLA is a 
volunteer organization that relies on donations 
to continue its mission to maintain the health 
and safety of Keoka Lake, especially in the 
face of the threat of invasives, both flora and 
fauna, and naturally occurring and man-made 
environmental threats.  KLA is also committed 
to protecting the waters of Keoka Lake for 
future generations by educating its 
membership about environmental threats, 
environmentally conscious and proactive best 
practices and safe boating practices to protect 
those who enjoy its waters. 

Gift Memberships 
   Many of the ‘camps’ that border Keoka Lake 
are multi-generational camps with long 
histories on the lake.  Childhood friendships 
are renewed at Keoka when those who spent 
their summers in the ‘60’s and ‘70’s return to 
Keoka with their families to share those same 
experiences.  Family reunions are what it’s all 
about! 
   But, the work of KLA is supported largely 
through dues payments.  Please consider 
encouraging your children and grandchildren to 
take a direct interest in the lake by becoming a 
member of KLA.  To jumpstart  the transition 
from one generation to another, consider giving 
a KLA GIFT MEMBERSHIP to children, 
grandchildren and/or nieces/nephews. On the 
enclosed Dues Notice, fill out the form for your 
gift recipient, check the “Gift Membership” box 
and give us your name & address.  KLA will do 
the rest and send you a GIFT MEMBERSHIP 
CERTIFICATE that you can gift wrap and/or 
deliver as you wish.  Passing the torch to the 
next generation ensures the continued 
enjoyment of the lake by all.  A KLA Gift 
Membership is a gift that keeps on giving (and 
doesn’t need batteries, doesn’t take up space, 
doesn’t collect dust!) 
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