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June 21, 2005 
 
Dear KLA Member, 
 
I am happy to report that we are nearing completion 
of the new dam gate!!!!!  Thanks to the outstanding 
efforts of Kilton Tabor and his all-volunteer 
construction team, as well as the great response to 
our fundraising appeal, we will have a new 
automated dam gate mechanism installed by July 4.   
 
The dam installation has proceeded over several 
weekends in May and June.  First a cofferdam was 
constructed around the sluiceway in order to hold 
back the water.  Second, the dam surface was formed 
to accept the new dam gate.  Third, concrete was 
poured to build up a surface which will accept the 
new gate.  Finally, the new gate is securely bolted to 
the concrete facing.  The result is a self-regulating 
dam gate, which will maintain the lake at a preset 
level.  The pictures below document some of the 
steps involved in getting this project completed. 
 

        
 
Our Starting Point.  Old mechanism featured eroded 
concrete and jammed wooden gate. 
 

        
 
New gate mechanism is prepared to be delivered to the 
site by Andy Tabor and his crew 
 
 
 
 

 

       
 
Kilton Tabor (left) and Jamie Walsh help to construct a 
cofferdam around the sluiceway. 
   

      
 
Glen Merrill uses an electric jackhammer to create a 
seam in the dam wall 
  

      
 
The rain prior to Memorial Day causes Keoka to rise 
14”, washing out work over the long weekend. 
 

      
 
Kilton Tabor continue to work the concrete 
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The sluiceway preparation is complete. 
 
The KLA Annual Meeting, which will be Saturday 
July 9 at 9:00 (coffee 8:30) at the Wilkins House, will 
feature a slide presentation on the project and a first 
look at the completed Dam.   
 
Updates/Information 
 
The water quality stats for 2004 show findings at the 
long term average for the lake.  While rainfall was 
near average, there were several very heavy rains 
which contributed to more color, less visibility, and 
higher PH.  Oxygen and phosphorus conditions still 
indicate that phosphorus recycling may be occurring.  
Keoka remains in the HIGH degree of concern 
category – reserved for those lakes that are at or near 
the fragile equilibrium point where detrimental algal 
blooms might occur.  Also, the lake color is quite 
dark this spring, due to all the rain we have had. 
 
Milfoil inspections will continue this summer at the 
town boat ramp.  We will have expanded hours, 
which have started in May and will cover all 
weekends and many of the prime weekday hours 
during the summer season.  The Town of Waterford 
has continued their strong support of our efforts 
around milfoil prevention in Keoka, with a $3,600 
grant to support the inspection program during 
summer 2005.  Thanks again to Peter Morse for his 
considerable volunteer efforts as supervisor of the 
boat inspection program. 
 
In addition to the boat inspection program, we will 
continue to run a volunteer plant patrol.  This year, 
Tom Stockwell will lead the Plant Patrol -- he would 
welcome volunteers.  KLA will also sponsor a 
professional plant survey to create a documented 
baseline for future reference. If you ever come across 
plants in Keoka that you feel are suspicious, do not 
hesitate to contact any members of the KLA board to 
have the plants checked out. 

 
Erosion prevention (read: reducing phosphorus 
loading of the lake) work continues.  Despite the 
significant threat from Milfoil, we cannot afford to 
lose sight of the phosphorus threat.  Please take extra 
care to review your property to ensure that it is not 
creating a phosphorus burden to your lake.  We have 
resources that can help – grant money is still 
available from Oxford County Soil & Water 
Conservation District.  Feel free to contact me. 
 
Boat safety continues to be a priority for us.  The 
enclosed flyer covers how to report any violations 
you witness.  Please post this in your camp and take a 
minute to report violations when you observe them. 
 
KLA has a Kayak to raffle this summer, as a fund 
raiser.  Enclosed are a set of tickets.  Tickets can be 
returned with your dues, brought to the annual 
meeting, or to any of the breakfasts this summer. 
 
KLA now has a web site!  Thanks go to the 
generosity of John Caldwell, who will also serve as 
webmaster.  Please visit www.keokalake.com for 
KLA updates, photos, and other lake-related links.  
The site is just starting and will build over time. 
 
We can use volunteers at all levels, from Board of 
Trustees to selling KLA merchandise at the town 
breakfasts during the summer.  Please do not hesitate 
to contact any of us listed on the next page. 
 
Thanks again for your continuing support of our 
activities.  A 2005 KLA dues notice is attached.  We 
have not increased KLA dues in 10 years, and we do 
not anticipate doing so as long as the lake remains 
free of milfoil.  We appreciate your prompt response. 
 
Our annual meeting is Saturday July 9, at 9:00 at the 
Wilkins House in Waterford.  Coffee at 8:30. 
 
Enjoy the (short) summer season. 
 
 
Charlie Tarbell, President  
Keoka Lake Association 
Box 97 
Waterford, ME  04088 
207.767.5107 (ctarbell@maine.rr.com)  
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2005 DUES Notice 

 

Please complete and return this form (to pay your annual 2005 KLA dues and/or you wish to make 
a contribution) with your check to:   
 
Treasurer, Keoka Lake Association 
Box 97, Waterford, ME 04088 
 
Name(s) as you wish them to appear________________________________________________ 
 
Winter Address (Principle Contact): 
     
______________________________________________________________________________
   
______________________________________________________________________________
   
Phone:___________________________   
 
 
Summer Address: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________ 

 
 

2005(Calendar Year)  Family Dues    $20.00 

   Contribution (Unrestricted)  ______ 

   Total     $_____ 
TRUSTEES: 
 2002-2005  2003-2006   2004-2007   
 Dave Abbiati  Dan Johnson   Peter Morse  
 John Caldwell  Arne Klepinger   Chip Mason 
 MerriLee Johnson Betty Miler (Kokosing)  Richard Orr  
    Steve Wilcox   Charlie Tarbell 
    Don Rung   Joanne Eaton 
        Andy Tabor 
        Tom Stockwell 
 
Honorary Trustees:    Charles Mason       Keoka Beach Camping Area      Tom Hammett and family 


