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November 8, 2006 
 
Dear KLA Member, 
 
Let me start by extending my thanks to all those who 
have supported KLA over the years.  Thanks to you, 
we are a strong organization, well-positioned to face 
the challenges that are confronting Keoka, and 
indeed, all lakes in Maine. 
• We have a slick new dam that is readily 

adjustable to handle varying weather 
conditions and seasons; 

• We have a great water safety presence on the 
lake – warning buoys, boat launch buoys, and 
members who operate their watercraft safely; 

• We have good water quality – holding steady, 
although we would prefer to see it steadily 
improving; 

• We are deploying our resources to protect 
Keoka from invasive aquatic plants;  

• We are financially-sound, with reserves to 
start fighting invasive aquatics plants (Milfoil) 
when and if they are found in Keoka. 

KLA’s strength is a testament to the strong support 
we enjoy from our members.  From the KLA Board 
of Trustees, we offer a heartfelt thanks. 
 

 
 
So much for the touchy-feely optimist in me.  Just 
last week, variable leaf milfoil was discovered in 
Grand East Lake in York County.  DEP officials 
believe they were able to eradicate all the known 
plants and are hopeful they have caught it early 
enough.  Each year, at least one more body of water 
in Maine is invaded.  In our vicinity, the largest 
outbreak is in the Songo River, just north of the 
Sebago Lake State Park boat launch.  Lakes 
Environmental Association (LEA) is very active in 
experimenting with new control and eradication 

procedures.  David Welch, Director of Invasive 
Aquatic Plants at LEA spoke to us about LEA’s 
extensive control and eradication efforts at the KLA 
Annual Meeting, last July. 
 
LEA has moved from a singular focus on prevention 
of the spread of invasive aquatic plants through 
education and courtesy inspections, to very actively 
working to control and eradicate invasive aquatic 
plants, in addition to maintaining their boat 
inspection program and education programs.  LEA 
stands ready to assist us if we find Keoka invaded. 
 
Meanwhile, LEA and the Town of Waterford support 
the KLA by funding our invasive aquatic plant 
prevention efforts.  Again this summer we had paid 
courtesy boat inspectors at the town boat launch for 
over 500 hours, in total.  While no Milfoil was 
detected, two boats coming out of Keoka were found 
to have plant fragments on them (non-invasive).  The 
inspectors play a critical role in raising public 
awareness of the danger of these plants, in addition to 
serving in their control role.  KLA wishes to thank 
the Town of Waterford for funding assistance and 
Peter Morse for supervising the inspectors. 
 
Complementing the boat inspections, was the 2006 
Keoka Lake Plant Patrol.  This primarily volunteer 
effort canvasses the lake two or three times per year 
in order to identify any unusual plant activity.  On 
July 29, we augmented the volunteer efforts by hiring 
a professional botanist to inspect the lake.  Many 
native plants were identified.  No invasives were 
noted in the lake.  There are three patches of  purple 
loosestrife in Kedar Brook, just below the beaver 
dam, that we are monitoring/attempting to control.  
There is also a curiously-thick patch of “Keoka 
Pondweed” in middle of the lake, between Rock 
Island and One Rock Island.  We now have three 
underwater “viewers” for use by any member who 
wishes to inspect the lake bottom for plants.  Thanks 
to Tom Stockwell for his efforts to rally the Plant 
Patrol. 
 
Water quality results are not yet complete for 2006.  
Preliminary results appear stable compared to prior 
years.  In the short-term, water quality is dependent 
on the weather.  Heavy rains bring runoff, sediment, 
and phosphorus into the lake – adding color and 
depleting oxygen.  In the longer-term, water quality 
depends on prudent management of the watershed 
area – most importantly, sensible development.  
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Sensible development means that development must 
be done with an eye toward lake health – including 
preventing erosion, controlling runoff, and avoiding 
fertilizer and other pollutants.  KLA needs volunteers 
with a passion for the lake and a talent for getting 
things done to help us address and fix additional 
runoff “hot-spots” in the Keoka watershed. 
 
The new dam continues to function well.  It 
effectively maintains the water level at 8-12 inches 
below the spillway.  Having grown up with the water 
level varying dramatically over the course of the 
summer season, I have recently found it odd to have a 
reasonably stable water level all summer.  I keep 
waiting for the level to fall with the usual August dry 
spell. 
 

 
 
KLA has agreed to purchase and install a water 
circulating system at the Waterford Town Beach.  
This system is expected to control the “duck itch” 
problem at the town beach by eliminating conditions 
favorable to the reproductive cycle of the parasite 
that lies behind “duck itch”.  We are working with 
the Waterford Recreation Committee to create a plan 
to maintain the system and to provide the electricity.  
KLA plans to install the system next spring. 
 
Keoka Beach Campground has agreed to settle its 
legal dispute with the Town of Waterford by 
removing all porches, decks, and appurtenant 
structures from trailers within the 100 foot shoreland 
zone.  This is a very good outcome for the lake for a 
number of reasons:  1) These structures represent 
sources of runoff into the lake, 2) This settlement sets 
a precedent for other unapproved, uncompliant  
development in the shoreland zone, and 3) It creates 
an element of “fairness” for private landowners who 

might like to add such structures to their homes, but 
cannot due to shoreland zoning laws. 
 
I again direct you to our organization’s web site 
(www.keokalake.com) for information about the lake 
and KLA.  The web site is maintained by John 
Caldwell and he would appreciate any digital pictures 
of Keoka or Waterford you might want him to post to 
the site.  John’s email is: jwcldwll@copper.net. 
 
What You Can Do to Help…………… 
1. Pay Your Dues.  If you are a multi-family 

household, as many of our summer camps are, 
please make sure that all of your families are 
members of KLA.  2006 Dues Second Notices 
are included in this mailing if we don’t have a 
record of your 2006 contribution. 

2. Inspect Your Boats.  Please self-inspect your 
boats and remove any plant material you might 
find.  If you suspect Milfoil, then send a sample 
to LEA in Bridgton. 

3. Clean Up Your Property.  Stop runoff before it 
gets to Keoka.  Get your camp roads and paths 
fixed.  If you see evidence of erosion on your 
property, chances are it is hurting Keoka.  If you 
want help or ideas, contact us at KLA or LEA in 
Bridgton. 

4. Document Boating Violations.  Call the 
Warden Service in Gray (1-800-482-0730) if 
someone is operating a boat illegally. 

5. Volunteer.  KLA has many volunteer 
opportunities from Plant Patrol, to Salesperson, 
to Board member.  Please note on your dues 
sheet or contact me directly if you would like to 
volunteer. 

6. Support KLA:  Through raffle purchases and 
other fundraising activities. 

 
Our annual meeting next year is Saturday July 7, at 
9:00 at the Wilkins House in Waterford.  Coffee 8:30. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Charlie Tarbell, President  
Keoka Lake Association 
Box 97 
Waterford, ME  04088 
207.767.5107 
 (ctarbell@maine.rr.com)  
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2006 DUES Notice – Second Notice 

 

Please complete and return this form (to pay your annual 2006 KLA dues and/or you wish to make 
a contribution) with your check to:   
 
Treasurer, Keoka Lake Association 
Box 97, Waterford, ME 04088 
 
Name(s) as you wish them to appear________________________________________________ 
 
Winter Address (Principle Contact): 
     
______________________________________________________________________________
   
______________________________________________________________________________
   
Phone:___________________________   
 
 
Summer Address: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________ 

 
 

2006(Calendar Year)  Family Dues    $20.00 

   Contribution (Unrestricted)  ______ 

   Total     $_____ 
TRUSTEES: 
 2007-2010   2004-2007  2005-2008 
 Dan Johnson   Peter Morse  Dave Abbiati 
 Arne Klepinger   Chip Mason  John Caldwell 
 Betty Miler (Kokosing)  Richard Orr  
 Don Rung   Charlie Tarbell 
 David Johnson   Joanne Eaton 
 Jo Lynne Johnson   Andy Tabor 
     Tom Stockwell 
 
Honorary Trustees:    Charles Mason       Keoka Beach Camping Area      Tom Hammett and family 


